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	Mater Dei, a Catholic diocesan regional high school, nurtures the spiritual, moral, intellectual, emotional and social growth of young men and women.  In a caring environment, respectful of individual differences, her comprehensive program educates, fosters faith and develops gospel values.
(Mater Dei Mission Statement)

“Never be men or women of long action and short prayer. ”

“The whole of our life should be a season of prayer.”

	Back to the Books
It is that time to settle in, get serious and focus on studies and working hard. Some students are excited to be back, spend more time with their friends and adjust to the different pace of school life while leaving behind boredom from little to do or that full time job. As we begin again let us remember that God is always a part of the equation. In all that we do and strive for God is there at our side.

As we begin anew and adjust to the different rhythm of school days take some time to consider ways of bringing God in prayer to that rhythm. A short prayer in the morning, taking a moment for a meal prayer before meals, a prayer of thanksgiving after a competition, etc. helps to make God more present to our young people and raises that awareness of God’s presence in all. By turning to God in prayer, we receive strength and come to realize that he is there for us.

Prayer for a New School Year

O God, we long to know you and to love you, but the busyness of life often gets in the way. As an important part of our education, help us to recognize the ordinary, daily ways that we can learn about you and grow closer to you. We know that you are with us, leading us, guiding us and lifting us up when we need help on our way.  Always keep us open to your presence.  Amen.

Prayer Support
At Mater Dei, we strive to keep prayer as a central part of our community experience. Our classes and functions all begin with prayer. If you have a prayer need please call or email it to Mater Dei. It will be placed in our prayer booklet in Chapel, on our classroom prayer boards and in our bulletin.
Retreats

Student Retreat Days are fast approaching. Freshmen and sophomore days will be led by the NET team from St. Paul, Minnesota. During the week of Oct. 3-6. Seniors will experience retreats presented by the REAP team from St. Louis on Oct. 25 & 26.  Please keep our students in your prayers during these special days.

We also encourage all students to consider being part of a QUEST retreat during their freshman or sophomore year and a TEC retreat during their junior of senior year.  Applications for these retreats are available in the Campus Ministry Office.



	These newsletters are a service of Mater Dei Campus Ministry in an attempt to:

1. Share information about our Catholic faith to  keep our community aware of some of the teachings of our tradition.

2. Update our community of changes in understandings and rituals

3. Assist parents with the faith formation of their youth.

4. Provide links to sites with helpful information on faith and parenting.
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	New Roman Missal
Catholics in the United States will begin using the long-awaited English translation of the Roman Missal on the first Sunday of Advent in 2011, The missal, announced by Pope John Paul II in 2000 and first published in Latin in 2002, has undergone a lengthy and rigorous translation process .The changes include new responses by the people in about a dozen sections of the Mass, although changes in the words used by the celebrant are much more extensive.

The order and structure of the Mass will not change at all, but Catholics will see some new texts for prayers, new observances for saints added to the church calendar in recent decades and such additions as a Mass in thanksgiving for the gift of human life and an extended vigil for Pentecost, similar to the Easter Vigil.

Chapel/Liturgy
Mater Dei has been blessed with a very beautiful space for prayer and worship, our Chapel. Please know that we do reserve the Eucharist in the tabernacle and all are welcome to use this place of prayer.  Every Friday morning there is a short morning prayer experience for anyone who wishes to attend and during the week, religion classes have an opportunity for the Eucharist. You are always welcome to our school liturgies

Sept.27
Wednesday 9:40

Homecoming Liturgy

Nov. 1
Tuesday 9:40               All Saints Liturgy
Nov. 23

Wednesday 9:40          Thanksgiving Liturgy with Bishop Braxton

Thanksgiving Liturgy with Bishop Braxton

Dec. 8

Thursday 9:40

Immaculate Conception Liturgy

Feb. 1

Wednesday 9:40

Catholic Schools Week Liturgy

Feb. 22

Wednesday 9:40

Ash Wednesday Liturgy

May 1

Tuesday
9:40

May Crowning Liturgy

Mater Dei & Parishes Working Together
For several years Mater Dei seniors have assisted our parishes with their mission to teach. Seniors who choose to participate are given Religion credit for graduation by committing to teaching religion in one of the morning PSR programs. This year we have 24 seniors who have committed to this task and are serving in six different parishes. 

Class of 2015 Mass at Cathedral

On Sunday, Sept.11 at 12:30 p.m. the Freshman Class will join with freshmen from Althoff and Gibault at the Cathedral in Belleville for Mass with Bishop Braxton. This is a fitting opportunity as these young people begin their journey in our Catholic High Schools.

Helpful Websites

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
www.usccb.org
Center for Parent/Youth Understanding
www.cpyu.org
Diocese of Belleville                             
www.diobelle.org
TEC Retreats
                                         chairperson@bellevilletec.com
Quest Retreats
                               washed_up_dj@yahoo.com
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